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Arts Council of
Princeton
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The Witherspoon
Street Presbyterian
Church repurchased
their former manse
in a tribute to
Paul Robeson, his
family and the
Witherspoon Jackson
neighborhood. In 2009
the Paul Robeson
House of Princeton
was approved as
an independent
nonprofit organization
devoted to raising
funds to renovate the
building for use as a
community resource.
Program activities
will be based around
the Robeson legacy
of academic and civic
accomplishment with
special emphasis on
social justice, equality
and service to the
poor.

EMAIL:
robesonhouse@verizon.net
WEBSITE:
thepaulrobesonhouseofprinceton.org

THE
PAUL ROBESON HOUSE
OF PRINCETON
110 Witherspoon Street
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History of the House
The house at the corner of Witherspoon and
Green Streets, built in the 1840s served as
the Church manse when the Rev William
Drew Robeson was appointed pastor of the
Witherspoon Street Presbyterian Church in
1879. His youngest child, Paul was born there
in April 1898. Later the house transferred to
private ownership and became a rooming
house for domestic and service workers and
immigrants seeking employment in Princeton.
During the times of segregation, the house
contained residential and commercial uses for
the local African American community. Many
early residents of the Witherspoon
Jackson neighborhood were
strong advocates for the
educational, social and cultural
advancement of the African
American community in New
Jersey and beyond.
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Welcome to Robeson House
The renovated three story wood frame house will include
community space for exhibitions, meeting rooms and offices; as
well as temporary residential lodging. The Robeson Gallery on the
ground floor will display Robeson memorabilia and artifacts from
the historic Witherspoon-Jackson neighborhood. The first floor will
have a meeting room and office space for nonprofit organizations
working with us in planning educational, cultural and special events
for the underserved. The second floor will offer temporary lodging
for immigrants, service workers, visiting scholars, missionaries and
students. A rear courtyard has been added as informal gathering
space and private access entrance for residents. White clapboard
siding and a front porch will be restored after careful research to
conform to the original architectural character of this historic home.

