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The Paul Robeson House of Princeton

OUR MISSION

To promote social justice consistent with the values and actions of Princeton’s native son,
Paul Robeson.

OUR VISION

Robeson’s birthplace will be a lasting tribute to his achievements and staunch commitment
to social and racial justice. As a result, generations to come will have an appreciation for the
rich African American culture in Princeton and globally.

OUR VALUES
We believe in...

e Centering our work in the identity, legacy, and history of the Witherspoon-Jackson
neighborhood as we act locally and think globaly

e A commitment to social justice

e The equality of every human being — the grace to welcome all and embrace differences


about:blank
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| stand here today under
great stress, because |
dare, as do you, all of you,
to fight for peace and a
decent life for all men,
women, and children
wherever they may be.

Paul Robeson, Peace Arch Speech
(1952)



PRHP
Discussion ‘Paul Robeson was a

QueStiOn race man'.

What does that
mean?




Racial Literacy | Intersecting
Systems

. Invention of Race * Education

- Politics - Aesthetics

- Economics - Associations

+ Housing - Intimate Life

- Crime anc »+ Progress Toward
Punishment Raclal Justice




Interdisciplinary lessons

PRHP Board Program Committee work

Community engagement in Making ROBESON o
HOUSEhold Name

Acknowledgement: PPS adopted a racial literacy
program in 2017 motivated by the work, agency and

demands of its students and community

Racial literacy and justice at Princeton High School
Priya Vulchi & Winona Guo of Princeton CHOOSE
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Reading Robeson
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Global
Citizen & Friend

Méndez, Leopoldo, 1902-
1969, artist

Taller de Grdafica Popular
(Mexico City, Mexico)
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PRHP
Discussion
Question

Robeson was a scholar,
athlete, lawyer, film and
vocal artist. These were at
the heart of his activism.

When you think about Paul
Robeson, what do you think
about first?




ROBESON

KNOWIledge

What is bringing you to the
edge of your learning?







Show Boat (1936)

Ol Man River (background)

What is the storyline of Show Boat?

Why was Robeson such an
important character in the film?

Would you say the cast of Show Boat
was “integrated”?

C+M-WOOLF PRESENTS

o)) IRENE DUNNE
PAUL ROBESON
ALLAN JONES

CHARLES WINNINGER - HELEN MORGAN
HELEN WESTLEY  QUEENIE SMITH

SAMMY WHITE - DONALD COOK

MUSIC BY
JEROME KERN

LLLLL

DIRECTED BY
JAMES WHALE

A CARL LAEMMLE JR. PRODUCTION
A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
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Who were Rodgers & Hammerstein?
SOuth POlelc (]958) How does this song convey race/racist thought?

You've got to be carefully taught
(lyrics)

You've got to be taught to hate and fear,
You've got to be taught from year to year,

It's got to be drummed in your dear little ear—
You've got to be carefully taught!

You've got to be taught to be afraid

Of people whose eyes are oddly made,

And people whose skin is a different shade—
You've got to be carefully taught.

You've got to be taught before it's too late,
Before you are six or seven or eight,

To hate all the people your relatives hate—
You've got to be carefully taught!

You've got to be carefully taught!
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PRHP SN
o . Black-Asian Solidarity is not
Discussion new.

QUeStIOn Who have the Black and Asian

constituencies been
throughout history? When did
this model develop in the
United States?
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ROBESON

Sunrise

Born in Princeton

New Negro

New Idealism
Rise of Jim Crow in the
United States pushes
Robeson to Europe

Key Timeframes & Ideological Reference Points

Sunset

Died in Philadelphia






Triple Reading

Who were the
contemporaries of the
artist/actor?

Who influenced the
artist/actor?

Who was influenced by the
artist/actor?

How does the work of the
artist/actor shape
discourse about _ ?

Si-Lan Chen

Looked like everybody in Africa was in there waitin' for

Ollie Harrington

Juanita Hall
Hazel Scott
Lena Horne




LD

Get them to sing your song
and they will want to know

who you are.

Paul Robeson



Chee Lai (1940s)

‘Arise, Africa! Roar, China!: Black and
Chinese Citizens of the World in the
Twentieth Century’ by G. Yunxiang

b

When Robeson inquired about the mass singing
movement that Liu had initiated in Chinaq, Liu
related the backstory behind the new genre of
Chinese fighting and folk songs he had helped to

invent for war mobilization, singing some
examples. Robeson’s favorite was “Chee Lai!” or
“March of the Volunteers,” because, as he
explained, “Arise, Ye who refuse to be bond
slaves!” expressed the determination of the
world’s oppressed, including Chinese and Black
people, to struggle for liberation.

Liu Liangmo, Paul Robeson, and others in attendance at the ‘Stars for China’ war relief benefit in Philadelphia, 1941.
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ROBESON
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Declarations

e Economic cooperation

e Cultural cooperation

e Human rights and self
determination

e [In-]|Dependent peoples
(anti-colonialism)

e World peace and
cooperations

Bandung Conference

Contemporary thoughts

RACE

The History Of Solidarity Between Asian
And Black Americans

April 2,2021 - 4:00PMET
Heard on All Things Considered

° 6-Minute Listen 9 ° e

NPR's Ailsa Chang talks with author Kim Tran about the history of solidarity

between Asian and Black Americans and how their movements interact.
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LD

When will Americans
learn that if they would
encourage liberty in
other countries, they
must practice it at
home?

Paul Robeson, Here | Stand (1958)



Robeson extrapolated her anti-war stance to a wider concern with the relationship between US

political parties and Black voters. In trying to understand why Black Americans were caught up

in a war against non-White people, she surmised that "It may be that the failure of our

Government’s Bi- P'artman Foreign Policy in Asia is, in the last analysis, partly the fault of Negro-
~ American citizens.” ' She went on to stress that “We Colored Americans have not done our

E S I O n d O GOOd e ~ proper duty by the two major political parties which constitute our present government. We

- have not taught them RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OF COLORED PEOPLE. We have not taught
R O b e S O n them a basic fact of life - that people, no matter what their color, religion, background, all

. people are human beings and cannot be denied their human rights indefinitely, if we are to
have peace in the world.” * Robeson argued that because both the Republican and Democratic
parties still received votes from African Americans this led to the parties feeling confident of
continued support “no matter how they treat us, no matter how long they deny us citizenship
rights and our humanity."ﬁ

Although she reasoned that “We have made some protest here and there, we have resisted

. now and again” she argued that it was "not enough. They have come to feel that if fifteen
million Colored People here in the United States cannot or will not insist upon their rights,
cannot or will not resist denial of these rights, - then probably billions of Colored People in Asia
and Africa also cannot or will not insist or resist. It turns out that in this they are mist.zak:nE:rL"}1

- She called upon African Americans to insist upon civil rights legislation immediately. Robeson's

. views about the racial politics informing the Korean War were based on her understanding of

 the entangled connections between US domestic racial and foreign policy. However, her
criticism of African Americans and their relationship with the Democratic and Republican
parties was also rooted in party-political motivations. Robeson was active in the Progressive
Party, which she believed would present an alternative option for African American voters. With
its broad left-wing policies, commitment to pacifism, support of civil rights, and its inclusion of
a cadre of African American candidates, including Robeson, the Progressive Party's role as a
third party was intended to not only challenge the two larger political parties but also re-align

. . . . domestic and foreign policy away from the dominance of Cold War politics. The party, however,
Eslanda Robeson on Afro-Asian solidarity—questioning Korean : N , 5%

. . - became mired in accusations of communism. ;
war (communism vs. democracy) and the hypocrisy of war PP PP P TP PR PP PP :
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Dr. Carol Kelley is the

P R H P Superintendent of Princeton

Public Schools.

Discussant




Black Asian Solidarity in
Educational Settings

what if...

Educators built on the Black Historical
Consciousness Framework (King, 2020)?

Imagine if We:

Challenged Power, oppression and
anti-Blackness

Built Agency for resistance and justice
Supported Africa/Asig, the
African/Asian Diaspora

Humanized Black Emotionality
Cultivated Black Identities

Taught Black Historical Contention
Taught Black Community, Local &
Social Histories without gaze and/or
stereotype

Created infrastructures for Black
Futurism

A PK-12 BLACK HISTORY FRAMEWORK .
Black Historical - .-

Consciousness
DEVELOPED BY DR. LAGARRETT J. KING
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Hlack_ . Narratives that focus on Black pecple's
emotions, including joy, fear, rage, sadness,
motionality =<
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Universityat Buffalo

GYh | Center for K-12 Black History
|and Racial Literacy Education
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Focus on the W:
Wives and Women of the
Civil Rights Movement

Paul Robeson
Curriculum and Teach in
MLK Day of Service 2024

Paul Robeson emphasized
the importance of education
that is rooted in community
values and experiences,

Monday,
January 15th, 2024
Princeton Middle School

-----




ROBESON

Lesson Plan
Topics
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