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OUR MISSION
To promote social justice consistent with the values and actions of Princeton’s native son, 
Paul Robeson.

OUR VISION
Robeson’s birthplace will be a lasting tribute to his achievements and staunch commitment 
to social and racial justice. As a result, generations to come will have an appreciation for the 
rich African American culture in Princeton and globally.

OUR VALUES
We believe in…
● Centering our work in the identity, legacy, and history of the Witherspoon-Jackson 

neighborhood as we act locally and think globaly
● A commitment to social justice
● The equality of every human being – the grace to welcome all and embrace differences

The Paul Robeson House of Princeton

about:blank


I stand here today under 
great stress, because I 
dare, as do you, all of you, 
to fight for peace and a 
decent life for all men, 
women, and children 
wherever they may be.

Paul Robeson, Peace Arch Speech 
(1952)



PRHP
Discussion 
Question

‘Paul Robeson was a 
race man’.

What does that 
mean?



Racial Literacy | Intersecting 
Systems
• Invention of Race 
• Politics
• Economics
• Housing
• Crime and 

Punishment

• Education
• Aesthetics
• Associations
• Intimate Life
• Progress Toward 

Racial Justice



Interdisciplinary lessons
PRHP Board Program Committee work
• Community engagement in Making ROBESON a 

HOUSEhold Name

• Acknowledgement: PPS adopted a racial literacy 
program in 2017 motivated by the work, agency and 
demands of its students and community
• Racial literacy and justice at Princeton High School
• Priya Vulchi & Winona Guo of Princeton CHOOSE



Reading Robeson





Global 
Citizen & Friend

Méndez, Leopoldo, 1902-
1969, artist

Taller de Gráfica Popular 
(Mexico City, Mexico)

about:blank


PRHP 
Discussion 
Question

Robeson was a scholar, 
athlete, lawyer, film and 
vocal artist. These were at 
the heart of his activism.

When you think about Paul 
Robeson, what do you think 
about first?



KNOWledge
What is bringing you to the 
edge of your learning?

Introduction Introductory content to engage 
curiosity and interest among 
learners
Focus question/media/quote 
serves as an accessible starting 
point for learning

Kaleidoscopic 
“KOOL” Various perspectives on topic: 

related and nuanced; set of 
resources that allow learners to 
gain multiples insights on the topic 
(Text set)

New Modern take on information
Obvious Well known/established 

information 
Wondering Post learning reflection and 

learning extensions



Art/Aesthetics
Anti-racism & the American 
musical film genre 
<ACTIVITY>



Show Boat (1936)

Ol’ Man River (background)
What is the storyline of Show Boat?
Why was Robeson such an 
important character in the film?
Would you say the cast of Show Boat 
was “integrated”?

about:blank


South Pacific (1958)

You’ve got to be carefully taught 
(lyrics)

You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear,
You’ve got to be taught from year to year,
It’s got to be drummed in your dear little ear—
You’ve got to be carefully taught!

You’ve got to be taught to be afraid
Of people whose eyes are oddly made,
And people whose skin is a different shade—
You’ve got to be carefully taught.

You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late,
Before you are six or seven or eight,
To hate all the people your relatives hate—
You’ve got to be carefully taught!
You’ve got to be carefully taught!

Who were Rodgers & Hammerstein? 

How does this song convey race/racist thought?

about:blank
about:blank


PRHP 
Discussion 
Question

Black-Asian Solidarity is not 
new. 

Who have the Black and Asian 
constituencies been 
throughout history? When did 
this model develop in the 
United States?



1898

Sunrise

Born in Princeton

New Negro

New Idealism
Rise of Jim Crow in the 
United States pushes 

Robeson to Europe

1920s

Global Citizen

World War
Ballad of Amercans

Labor Advocacy

1940s

Civil Rights

Bandung Conference
Anti-colonialization

Anti-militarism

1950s

Sunset

Died in Philadelphia

1976

Key Timeframes & Ideological Reference Points



Associations
Networks and affiliations



Triple Reading
Who were the 
contemporaries of the 
artist/actor?
Who influenced the 
artist/actor?
Who was influenced by the 
artist/actor?
How does the work of the 
artist/actor shape 
discourse about ____?

Si-Lan Chen
Lorraine Hansberry

Ollie Harrington

Juanita Hall
Hazel Scott
Lena Horne



Get them to sing your song 
and they will want to know 
who you are.

Paul Robeson



Chee Lai (1940s)
‘Arise, Africa! Roar, China!: Black and 
Chinese Citizens of the World in the 
Twentieth Century’ by G. Yunxiang

When Robeson inquired about the mass singing 
movement that Liu had initiated in China, Liu 
related the backstory behind the new genre of 
Chinese fighting and folk songs he had helped to 
invent for war mobilization, singing some 
examples. Robeson’s favorite was “Chee Lai!” or 
“March of the Volunteers,” because, as he 
explained, “Arise, Ye who refuse to be bond 
slaves!” expressed the determination of the 
world’s oppressed, including Chinese and Black 
people, to struggle for liberation.

Liu Liangmo, Paul Robeson, and others in attendance at the ‘Stars for China’ war relief benefit in Philadelphia, 1941.

about:blank


The press
Freedom Journal

about:blank


Bandung Conference

Declarations
● Economic cooperation
● Cultural cooperation
● Human rights and self 

determination
● [In-]Dependent peoples 

(anti-colonialism)
● World peace and 

cooperations

Contemporary thoughts

about:blank


Black left & 
Yellow 
journalism
Anti racism, anti capitalism, anti 
militarism, anti fascism and 
countering colonialism



When will Americans 
learn that if they would 
encourage liberty in 
other countries, they 
must practice it at 
home?
Paul Robeson, Here I Stand (1958)



Eslanda Goode 
Robeson

Eslanda Robeson on Afro-Asian solidarity—questioning Korean 
war (communism vs. democracy) and the hypocrisy of war 

about:blank


PRHP 
Discussant 

Dr. Carol Kelley is the 
Superintendent of Princeton 
Public Schools.



What if…
Educators built on the Black Historical 
Consciousness Framework (King, 2020)? 
Imagine if We:
● Challenged Power, oppression and 

anti-Blackness
● Built Agency for resistance and justice
● Supported Africa/Asia, the 

African/Asian Diaspora
● Humanized Black Emotionality
● Cultivated Black Identities
● Taught Black Historical Contention
● Taught Black Community, Local & 

Social Histories without gaze and/or 
stereotype

● Created infrastructures for Black 
Futurism

Black Asian Solidarity in 
Educational Settings

about:blank


Save the 
Date

Monday, 
January 15th, 2024

Princeton Middle School

Focus on the W: 
Wives and Women of the 
Civil Rights Movement



Lesson Plan 
Topics

● Robesonian legacy of aesthetics
○ Complications of race in the 

American musical genre of the 
20th century

○ Robeson: Grandfather of Hip Hop—
Diction, Rhythm & Remix

○ Mass singing: A world movement
● Reading Robeson

○ Ballad of an American (Study 
guide)

○ No One Can Silence Me (BVBC)
● Black & Yellow: The History of 

Globalism recorded in the Freedom 
Journal 
○ Colorism & Multiracial Identity
○ Who was Eslanda Goode Robeson?
○ The art of the letter
○ Archival research in the 21st 

century

about:blank
about:blank
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