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THE PAUL ROBESON HOUSE INITIATIVE

The Paul Robeson House initiative seeks to restore the historic 
home where Paul Robeson was born, and adapt the property to 
purposes  consistent with Robeson’s  transformational vision.  
Although  many organizations and institutions honor aspects of 
Robeson’s achievements, the Paul Robeson House will be the first 
in New Jersey to focus exclusively  on extending  his   human rights 
agenda into the 21st century. In keeping with Robeson’s legacy of 
activism and social justice, the Robeson House will serve as an 
international resource for individuals and organizations who share 
Robeson’s commitment to advocacy and human rights.

https://thepaulrobesonhouseofprinceton.org/renovation/
https://thepaulrobesonhouseofprinceton.org/renovation/


The Mission of the PRHoP
To promote social justice 
consistent with the values and 
actions of Princeton’s native son, 
Paul Robeson.



Moment of Silence



Eslanda Goode 
Cordoza Robeson
(1895 - 1965)

Photo available at Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library



Panelists 
Welcome
Dr. Barbara Ransby
PU Generational African American 

Student Association (GAASA)



KNOWledge
Kaleidoscopic | New | Obvious | Wonder

Introduction Introductory content to 
engage curiosity and interest 
among learners
Focus question/media/quote 
serves as an accessible 
starting point for learning

Kaleidoscopic 
“KOOL” Various perspectives on 

topic: related and nuanced; 
set of resources that allow 
learners to gain multiples 
insights on the topic (Text 
set)

New Modern take on information
Obvious Well known/established 

information 
Wondering Post learning reflection and 

learning extensions



Eslanda knew: 
Contemporary Themes from Eslanda’s life

• Questioned authorship
• Phyllis Wheatley to 

Claudine Gay
• The 5th & the 15th

• Renaissance women
• Multi-hyphenate careers
• Open minds about 

relationships
• Family history 
• Travelling shoes

• Global perspective
• United Nations history
• Wakanda curriculum



[Eslanda] sees in herself every Negro in 
the United States, every poor white in a 
poll-tax Southern state, every black man, 
woman, and child in Africa, every 
untouchable in India, every colonial in 
Indonesia and Indochina, every woman 
anywhere who longs for equality.
Shaffer, R. (1999). Out of the Shadows: The Political Writings of Eslanda Goode Robeson. Pennsylvania History: A Journal 
of Mid-Atlantic Studies, 66(1), 47–64. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27774176

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27774176


Eslanda Goode 
Cordoza Robeson: 
Heroine’s Journey



African Journey 
(1945)

“When an aroused world, at last 
determined not to continue to waste its 
wealth and manpower in periodic 
destructive wars, carefully considers the 
securing of a permanent peace, realistic, 
statesmen will have to consider seriously 
the freedom of peoples. Millions of 
soldiers (including Africans and Negroes) 
have been fighting in remote places of 
the earth for Democracy and the Four 
Freedoms— for themselves, and for their 
people.Since these millions are men of all 
nations, all colours, all creeds, they are 
fighting for Democracy and the Four 
Freedoms for all the peoples of the 
world.” (pp. 186-187)

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.79694/page/n208/mode/1up


Mary McLeod 
Bethune, president 
of the National 
Council of Negro 
Women, presents 
awards to ten 
women chosen for 
their “devotion to 
the public good” 
March 15, 1946

(Among the women are 
Pauli Murray, architect of 
Brown v. Board and 
Eslanda Robeson)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/washington_area_spark/19367941998


Talk Book #4: 
American Argument 
(1949)

“Freedom is an important and precious word, 
and we use it much too carelessly…to 
me…freedom means security—mental, 
emotional, social and physical security. I know 
that when I can think, feel, behave the way I 
want to, without fear of being hurt, insulted, 
punished, I feel wholly free” (Eslanda, p. 
137-138).

“Eslanda is right when she uses the word ‘performance’. The 
peoples of the world no longer believe in the American word, not 
even in the American word of honor…now we must do.” (p. 201)

https://archive.org/details/americanargument0000pear/page/n1/mode/2up?view=theater
https://archive.org/details/americanargument0000pear/mode/2up?view=theater


Black left & 
Yellow journalism
Anti racism, anti capitalism, anti 
militarism, anti fascism and 
countering colonialism 
(Freedom Journal, 1951 - 1955)

https://dlib.nyu.edu/freedom/


Travelling Shoes: 
Mary Church Terrell
1922 Silent March (for anti-lynching 
legislation)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yUWRbZvug_sHIpnCBrj56r4IYlk5cIIS/view?usp=sharing


Collected 
Black 
Women’s 
Narratives 
(1853/1988)

Original work published 1773

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/GLC06154.pdf
https://archive.org/details/collectedblackwo0000unse/page/n11/mode/1up


Additional
Resources

More to the movement (LOC)

 Huff Fauset (1928) For Freedom

FBI records 

ICJ & MUN (background)

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/women-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-exhibition/more-to-the-movement/
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=73jXAAAAMAAJ&pg=GBS.PP8&lr=
https://webharvest.gov/peth04/20041015110032/http://foia.fbi.gov/foiaindex/robeson.htm
https://www.un.org/en/model-united-nations/international-court-justice#:~:text=The%20International%20Court%20of%20Justice,began%20work%20in%20April%201946.


Announcements
PRHoP Board & Advisory  Board

Suggested Community 
Reading/Viewing

● Ransby biography*
● American argument
● Freedom
● Powerful texts
● Borderline (1930/2006)

Find us online at:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/paulrobesonhouseprinceton 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/robesonhouseprinceton/ 
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/3imBwasjVKuksCKXAg063x 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYy6saZCiVjLoSRFd82zvHQ 

https://thepaulrobesonhouseofprinceton.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11W7a0vOQoGJX-gTrtHdBHUoLEsK8WqDaBHIVHVZ06qs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmP1A8IvwB4
https://www.facebook.com/paulrobesonhouseprinceton
https://www.instagram.com/robesonhouseprinceton/
https://open.spotify.com/show/3imBwasjVKuksCKXAg063x
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYy6saZCiVjLoSRFd82zvHQ


Thank you.


