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PRHP Reflection Guide for Borderline

Film available at https:/Mww.voutube.com/watch?v=VmP1A8IvwB4

Passing from one group to another is now of such common occurrence that it
has lately become the subject of much popular fiction...

—America’s Changing Color Line, In Negro Anthology, 1934
Josephine Cogdell Schuyler/Heba Jannath

Focus Questions:
1. Relationships between adults are always complex creating a need for borders or
boundaries and categories. What categories do you erect in your relationships with
other adults?

Artists are the gatekeeper’s of truth. We are civilization’s radical voice.

—Paul Robeson

2. Paul and Eslanda Robeson were both educated in fields outside of the arts prior to
assuming roles in film. The career changes were perhaps necessary in order to
establish their voice in the early 20th century.

a. Isthis film radical? Why or why not?
b. Why might casting them together in this film be considered a brilliant move
by its writer and director Kenneth Macpherson ?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmP1A8IvwB4
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/2f028dd0-4abd-0134-b7f6-00505686a51c
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Macpherson
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The concept of Borders

1. Think about each of the related terms listed below. What does each term
mean to you?
a. Boundary

b. Borderline

c. Intersection

d. Intersectionality

2. The film addresses a few different themes. What stands out to you the most?

3. Why did many artists of the late 19th and early 20th century move to
Europe? How did that impact their legacies as American artists?

4. What is the value in scoring a film in keeping it relevant for today's

audiences? What does Courtney Pine's (2010) musical score add to your
experience?

Other Considerations

Pauli Murray
https://www.nvhistory.org/educational-video/pauli-murry-breaking-barriers-of-race-and-ge
nder



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtney_Pine
https://www.nyhistory.org/educational-video/pauli-murry-breaking-barriers-of-race-and-gender
https://www.nyhistory.org/educational-video/pauli-murry-breaking-barriers-of-race-and-gender
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