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PRHP Reflection Guide for Native Land

Film available at https://archive.org/details/native-land

Our greatest task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable problem if we
face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by
the Government itself, treating the task as we would treat the emergency of war, but at
the same time, through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to
stimulate and reorganize the use of our national resources.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, 4 March 1933
First Inaugural Speech

Focus Questions:
1. Based on your understanding of history and this excerpt from FDR’s first inaugural
speech, what most defined the 1930s and 1940s? What were the most pressing
social issues of the time?

2. What is the relationship between labor organizations and independence in the 21st
century? How is it different from the past?

Native Land (1942) A Sign of the Times

Make connections to historical events
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FDR Inauguration Farmers Riots DR: Four Freedoms Native Land



https://archive.org/details/native-land
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The concept of Native Land

1.

What does the term mean to you?

2. How has the phrase appeared in patriotic songs and letters?

Lift Every Voice & Sing, Stanza lll (1917)

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy might,

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand,

True to our God,

True to our native land.

Reflection

Martin Delany (The Condition, Elevation, Emigration and

Destiny of the Colored People of the United States, 1852)
“We are no longer slaves, believing any interpretation that our
oppressors may give the word of God, for the purpose of
deluding us to the more easy subjugation; but freemen,
comprising some of the first minds of intelligence and
rudimental qualifications, in the country. What then is the
remedy, for our degradation and oppression? This appears now
to be the only remaining question—the means of successful
elevation in this our own native land? This depends entirely
upon the application of the means of Elevation.”

Reflection



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Delany
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17154/17154-h/17154-h.htm
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Other considerations

Ansel Adams and the establishment of National Parks
https://gregcookland.com/wonderland/2019/02/11/ansel-adams/

Picture prompts
Environmental themes in writing
Role of travel in building understanding about diversity
Absence of people as

o fallacious thought

o  weak ties across content

o limited ecology

o  “single story”, perspective of the hunter
Black & white vs. color photography (what is lost/gained)
e  Privilege of commissioned works

Daniel Worden. (2013). Landscape Culture: Ansel Adams and Mary Austin's Taos Pueblo.
Criticism, 55(1), 69-94. doi:10.13110/criticism.55.1.0069

Spence, M. (1996). Dispossesing the Wilderness: Yosemite Indians and the National Park
Ideal, 1864-1930. Pacific Historical Review, 65(1), 27-59. doi:10.2307/3640826

Memorial Day Massacre, 1937

Zinn Education https: //www Z|nnedDr0|ect org/news/tdih/memorial- dav massacre/
PBS https:
AFL-CIO https: //aﬂC|o ora/speeches/redmond-1937-republic-steel-memorial-day-massacre

Ballad for Americans

[Image source https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah 683711] (recorded in 1940)
Victor matrix BS-047035. Ballad for Americans / American People's Chorus ; Paul Robeson ; Victor Symphony Orchestra.
(2023) In D/scography of Amerlcan H/storlcal Record/ngs Retrieved January 14, 2023, from

Lyrics https://www.stlyrics.com/son Ir n21072/balladforamericans552331.html
Other revisions http://www.cpsr.cs.uchicago.edu/robeson/links/NYlabor.ballad.lyrics.html


https://gregcookland.com/wonderland/2019/02/11/ansel-adams/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/tdih/memorial-day-massacre/
https://www.pbs.org/video/memorial-day-massacre-workers-die-film-buried-3hzo89/
https://aflcio.org/speeches/redmond-1937-republic-steel-memorial-day-massacre
https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_683711
https://adp.library.ucsb.edu/index.php/matrix/detail/200042332/BS-047035-Ballad_for_Americans
https://www.stlyrics.com/songs/p/paulrobeson21072/balladforamericans552331.html
http://www.cpsr.cs.uchicago.edu/robeson/links/NYlabor.ballad.lyrics.html
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